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(57) Abstract: A map display method 
enabling an easy and clear grasp of contents 
of a road map displayed regardless of the 
running state of a vehicle. In a summarized 
map displayed on a display screen (10), 
an area containing the vehicle position 

(11) , a destination (13), and a guide route 

(12) connecting them is simplified when 
displayed. When the vehicle is far from the 
destination (13), as shown in Fig. 2A, a wide 
area is displayed as a summarized map and 
the rod (14) and an object such as a facility 
(15) are further restricted. As the vehicle 
position (11) approaches the destination 

(13) , as shown in Fig. 2B, the contraction 
scale becomes smaller and a summarized 
map is displayed with a greater number of 
objects. When the vehicle position (11) is in 
the vicinity of the destination (13), a further 
smaller area is displayed as a summarized 
map with almost all the objects displayed, 
enabling the user to grasp the area containing 
the destination (13) in detail. 
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AA... LARGE AREA 
13... DESTINATION 

a. .. IROHA (JAPANESE) 

C... CENTRAL POST OFFICE 
d... ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NO. 3 
BB... INTERMEDIATE AREA 
CC... SMALL AREA 

b. .. HOSPITAL NO. 1 
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